Nitrous oxide was first liquefied by Faradaj, who employed the following method : Some nitrate of ammonia was placed at one end of a strong glass tube, bent near its centre at an angle, and then the other end was hermetically sealed. The end containing the salt was exposed to heat, and the gae thus generated exerted so prodigious a pressure that it became liquefied in the other extremity, which was kept cool. The pressure was ascertained to be 50 atmospheres equal to 750 lbs. on the square inch at 45? Fahr. The experiment was a very dangerous one, and the experimenter ran considerable risk, even though his face was protected with a wire mask and his hands with thick gloves.

